Surgical site infections in liver recipients in the early posttransplantation period: etiological agents and susceptibility profiles.
This study evaluated the frequency of microbial isolates and their susceptibility profiles from cultures at the surgical site of 83 liver recipients in the early posttransplantation period. We prospectively collected microbiologic culture data on 83 adult patients undergoing orthotopic liver transplantation (OLT) using standard procedures and commercially available tests. Susceptibility of the strains to antibacterial agents was performed by the Clinical and Laboratory Standards Institute (CLSI) guidelines. All patients were followed prospectively for the first 4 weeks after surgery. Among 284 microbial isolates from clinical surgical site samples in 80 liver recipients, cultures were positive in 110 samples. The most commonly isolated species were: Gram-positive cocci (n = 222 isolates, 78%) with dominance of methicillin-resistant coagulase-negative staphylococci (MRCNS; 42%) and high-level aminoglycoside-resistant enterococci (HLAR strains; 24.3%). Gram-negative bacteria were identified in 21.5% of positive cultures, including 30 strains (24%) from the Enterobacteriaceae family, with 13.3% of extended spectrum beta-lactamase producers [ESBL(+)]. Significant differences (P = .0012) were observed during the analysis of changes in the occurrence of Gram-positive bacteria isolated from the surgical site in the first week versus the second to the end of the fourth week. Gram-positive bacteria predominated as 78% of isolates.